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Discussion points

Timeline
Food for thought
Gains & Losses
• Professional
• Personal IATEFL M
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There are 
no 
mistakes. 
Only 
lessons.
C H I N E S E  P R OV E R B



let's tu
rn back th

e clock

AND THERE WAS ONCE LIFE 
WITHOUT COVID-19 
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TECHNOLOGY VS. CHILDREN

J OR D A N 
S A P H I R O 
researcher, 

ICT specialist
parental attitude to 

technology 

M A NF R E D  
S P L I T Z E R

mental disorders vs. 
technology

A N D E R S  
H A N S E N
Psychiatrist

brain functioning 
vs. new technologies
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Neurobiologist, psychiatrist
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Confusion

Are children benefiting from 
the use of technology? 

Is it safe?
Is it addictive?

How online learning is 
different from traditional,  

no/low-tech learning?

???IATEFL MEET-UP 2020

https://www.studentnews.pl/img/wo/0/56/147453048-dzieciaki-i-internet-obrazek_sredni_4017056.jpg
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Even more 
confusion

Is the use of technology safe 
at school?

Is it efficient? Beneficial? 

What are the pitfalls?

e.g. Reading online vs. 
reading paper materialsà

same skills or different? 
Same retention of info? 
Same comprehension? IATEFL MEET-UP 2020



I NC R E A S E  
I N ONL I NE  L E A R NI NG 
I N T H E  P A S T  1 5 Y E A R S

900%

GA M E  I ND US T R Y  WOR T H  
I N 2 0 1 9

$151 billion 
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March 12, 2020
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Dooms 
Day



March 12, 2020
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Sorry, no lesson 
today ;-( 

ß Lockdown 
of all student 
materials ;-( 



Show must 
go on ..
First blog-based online 
lesson.
March 13, 2020
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https://angielskiwszkoleiwdomu.com/2020/03/13/klasa-2-
my-bedroom-lesson-2a-online/
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Mayhem starts  …

Treetops series Hello song

All of the sudden, I became: 
an ICT wizard, a full-time blogger, a a singer, a performer, a part-Time 
Youtuber, a video editor, an ELT materials developer, a gamer, ….
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Corona-Carnival on social  media continues …

It seems that everybody, 
against all corona odds, ….

Goes on.
Is creative.
Is artistic.
Is skilled.
Is doing fine.

Right???

Zoom concerts

TeacherDIY productions

Live lessons



Opinion poll 1

7 7 %
Think that materials were good or very good

7 3 % 
Took part in online lessons

n=103 N=154IA
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I n s t r u c t i o n s  & ac t i v i t i e s
Good and very good

8 1 % 
Think that there were sufficient materials



Why not?

n=7

REASONS FOR NOT 
PARTCIPATING IN 

ONLINE LEARNING
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TELL ME WHAT YOU THINK
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Lekcje odpowiednie i czytelne dla dzieci w tym wieku, zadania ciekawe, 
dostosowane do umiejętności dzieci na tym etapie nauki.

Uważam że lekcje powinny być w innej formie. Za dużo linków, piosenek, za mało 
słówek, zdań do uzupełnienia i gramatyki 

Bardzo ciekawe. Córka wracała sama do linka aby jeszcze raz obejrzeć lekcje.

Rodzic musi umieć język angielski, żeby pomóc dziecku. Dziecko ma problemy ze 
zrozumieniem.

Uważam że lekcje powinny być w innej formie. Za dużo linków, piosenek, za mało 
słówek, zdań do uzupełnienia i gramatyki 



W
H
A
T 

N
EX

T?

F A C E - 2 - F A C E
Video conferencing

F R E E  T H E  BOOK S !
More exercises from a Cbk
and Wbk
Less online practice! 
Fewer platforms where logging 
in needed
Less printing – more online

GA M E S  & V I D E OS  
home-moviesJ
song videokies

L OV E  T H E  WA Y
I T  I S !
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PARENTAL  
PREFERENCES

Do what you’ve done



Nitty-gritties

Of online learning
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„Najlepiej zestawu zakresu numerów 
zadań z ćwiczeń lub podręcznika”
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HERE WE GO!

New timetable
Two meetings schedule
Recordedà Youtube
Blog description + follow-up
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CASUAL FRIDAYS!
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Space for creativity
Challenge
More autonomy
“Psze pani a czy mogę?”
Own pace
Secret homework-shy students shine 
Genuine st collaboration



Huston,
W E'VE GOT A PROBLEM!

.
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O F  S C H O O L S  R E A D Y  F O R  
R E M O T E  T E A C H I N G

90%

IATEFL MEET-UP 2020

ED
U
C

A
TI

O
N

A
L 

R
EV

O
LU

TI
O

N
?



March 20, 2020
(political) reality 



March 20, 2020 (political) fiction 
vs. reality
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Don’t cry baby…

FB live feed





IATEFL MEET-UP 2020



H
us
to
n,

W
E'

V
E 

G
O

T 
A

 P
R

O
B

LE
M

! .

IATEFL M
EET-U

P 2020



Sink or swim 

- - T R A I NI NG
No online teaching experience

- - GUI D E L I NE S
Mayhem: emails/chats/texting? Video 
conferencing platforms? Learning management 
platforms?

IATEFL MEET-UP 2020

- - R E S OUR C E S
Hardware? Software? Internet connection??

- - T I M E
Lesson preparation very time-consuming



Spider’s Web
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Blurry 
boundaries
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Mum, how
do you switch

a video call on?



Blurry 
boundaries
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P R I V A T E  V S .  P R OF E S S I ONA L
Home space vs. work space
Private life exposed
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P R I V A T E  V S .  P R OF E S S I ONA L
Home space
Family life at halt
New routine needed

OV E R L OA D
100s of emails and messages
Materials to find/prepare
Feedback & assessment

Blurry 
boundaries
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NO T I M E  BOUND R I E S
Working 24/7
Multitasking --------------------------> 
Planning for the unexpected

P R I V A T E  V S .  P R OF E S S I ONA L
Home space
Family life at halt
New routine needed

OV E R L OA D
100s of emails and messages
Materials to find/prepare
Feedback & assessment

Blurry 
boundaries

Multitasking is bad. à AGREE
HOWEVER:
In ZOOM-based lessons I 
multitask all the time; a 
genuine orchestra woman ;-( 
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Goal setting (realistic!)
Prioritizing
Time management

“Finished is better than perfect”

before

after
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Accept & Ignore
Proactive people focus on what they can do and can influence 

Reactive people focus their energy on things beyond their
control, and thus frequently maintain an attitude of 

victimisation and blame. 

7 Habits of Highly Effective People by Stephen Covey.



Oxygen 
mask rule 
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Fostering your own wellbeing is 
beneficial for everybody

--Happy teachers make happy 
students
--Positive emotions are contagious
--”We do not have bodies, we ARE 
bodies” (Claxon, 2015)

.



With a little
help from my fr iends

.
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Others help me:

--commercial  ELT materials from publishers 
--free access to e.g. twinkl,  quizlet, kahoot

--teacher groups

I help



Item 1 Item 2 Item 3 Item 4 Item 5

40 

30 

20 

10 

0 

D if for 
Development
“Rome wasn’t build in a day”

Great opportunity to learn and grow
self-reflection
developing ICT skills
gaining new skills
experimenting

IATEFL MEET-UP 2020



Sing this 
again, Sam!
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Children love familiar contexts 



The Art of Teaching
GILBERT HIGHET.
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“You must throw your 
heart into it, you must 

realize that it cannot all 
be done by formulas, or 
you will spoil your work, 

and your pupils and 
yourself” 



tradit ional
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“online”

Don’t give up what you’re best at!



tradit ional
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online



tradit ional

online

I provide most of the gadgets for my lessons

We have all the props, gadgets and resources 
that we can find in students’ homes

IATEFL MEET-UP 2020
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Tech-rich online 
lesson

--> Tech-low off l ine lesson
And vice versa

Less is more!
--Limit yourself to a  few most liked/most effective 

tools and stick to them
--Swap for something else from time to time

IATEFL MEET-UP 2020
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My “staff room” break

ACCEPT- focus on the things you can change
BOUNDRIES – set boundaries and make time for 

leisure, friends and family
CONNECT - invest in rewarding relationships

DEVELOPING – be kind to yourself
ENGAGE – engage in things that give you pleasue

webinar

book



Benefits

L E A R NI NG I CT

2in1 opportunity: learning a 
language and becoming more 
computer literate; a real CLIL 
lesson.

S OF T - S K I L L S

Problem solving
Autonomy
Creativity
Flexibility & Freedom
Self-discipline
…
Of both students and teachers!

IATEFL MEET-UP 2020

Research suggests that online 
learning has been shown to 
increase retention of 
information, and take less time. 



“Podstawą do tego, by 
prowadzić dobrze edukację 
zdalną, jest zadbanie o 
kontynuację relacji nauczyciel 
uczeń i relacji między 
uczniami. Dobre relacje są 
konieczne, by prowadzić 
dydaktykę. Nie może być tak, 
że nauczyciele ograniczają się 
tylko do nauczania, bo wtedy 
uczniowie tracą ważne w 
edukacji poczucie 
bezpieczeństwa, poczucie 
przynależności do wspólnoty 
klasowej, relację z 
nauczycielem.”

Prof. Jacek Pyżalski

IATEFL MEET-UP 2020
EduAkcja
https://zdalnie.edu-akcja.pl/pobierz-ksiazke



AND THE WINNER IS …
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ONLINE vs. OFFLINE
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End-of –the year opinion pol l



SHOULD I STAY OR SHOULD I GO?
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End-of –the year opinion pol l



ARE YOU LISTENING?
IATEFL MEET-UP 2020

. 

End-of –the year opinion pol l

I cared. Others did not. They 
dodged (“wymigiwali się”). 
Nothing happened. (”Tak
naprawde nic sie nie stało.”) 
It’s demotivational.

There should have been 
principal’s regulations 
(“odgórne zarządzenie
dyrekcji”) to use only ONE
platform or learning 
management system.

Q 17: Letting the parental steam off...

Many doubts, eg.
1. Who and how should punish those (teachers, students, parents) who failed to take 

part in e-learning? 
2. Should such a top-down regulation include “financing section”? Who pays for 

hardware, software, internet connection, etc.?



THERE ARE NO MISTAKES IN LIFE, 
ONLY LESSONS. 

THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS 
A NEGATIVE EXPERIENCE, 

ONLY OPPORTUNITIES TO GROW, LEARN 
AND ADVANCE ALONG 

THE ROAD OF SELF-MASTERY. 
FROM STRUGGLE COMES STRENGTH.

EVEN PAIN 
CAN BE A WONDERFUL TEACHER.

LA
ST

 W
O

RD
S 

R OBI N S H A R M A
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wisniewska.angielski@gmail.com

WWW angielskiwszkoleiwdomu.com
FB @angielskiwszkoleiwdomu

Thank you!
When life gives 
you lemons, 
make lemonade!

Take as much from this turbulent 
lockdown time as possible.
Acknowledge wins and losses, 
and learn from the experience.

mailto:wisniewska.angielski@gmail.com

